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“Open any book on sociology or jurisprudence, and
you will find there the government, its organization, its
acts, filling so large a place that we come to believe
that there is nothing outside the government and the
world of statesmen … And when you read the
newspapers, you hardly think of the incalculable
number of beings – all humanity, so to say – who
grow up and die, who know sorrow, who work and
consume, think and create outside the few
encumbering personages who have been so
magnified that humanity is hidden by their shadows,
enlarged by our ignorance” (36)

Peter Kropotkin

The Conquest of Bread (1892/2015)

Parent 2021

Preface



“A government cannot wish the destruction of the
community, for then it and the dominant class could
not claim their exploitation-gained wealth; nor could
the government leave the community to manage its
own affairs; for then the people would soon discover
that it (the government) was necessary for no other
end than to defend the proprietary class who
impoverish them, and would hasten to rid themselves
of both government and proprietary class” (13)

Errico Malatesta

Anarchy (1891/2014)
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Basmane, Izmir
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“We have formed a community of support. We need
each other because we experience different forms
of suffering. Some of us have lost their husband, or a
child or parent. The chance of returning to our
former homes is increasingly low; that compounds
our suffering because our futures look troubled.

…

The situation here in Turkey isn’t ideal. We are
supposed to have the rights but the government,
hospitals, schools – they don’t deliver on this. It’s the
difference between what should happen and what
actually happens.

…

Syrian women support each other in general, it’s
part of our cultural heritage, but the social conditions
here – a total absence of state support – are
pushing us to be more organized and strategic in
how we support each other”

Z.A.
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“No one is doing anything for us here. They just let us
in the country, and yes, I appreciate that, but you
can’t do that and then not take care of us.

…

We are taking care of each other, in our own way.
That can be better because it gives us freedom to
teach our kids the way we want to – we don’t have to
teach about Ataturk and we can teach our own
stories and language.

…

It’s a lot of work and it takes a lot of time but it’s also
rewarding and it gives us a break from the pain.”

H.E.
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Chorrillos, Lima
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“Different conditions have led to our mode of co-
habitation. Yes, economic conditions have made this
necessary, reinforced by political conditions that
legitimize our class position. However, and most
importantly, it is our shared cultural and social
conditions that have made it functional. In some ways,
the bad politics and economics we endure have
pushed us to not only rely on, but develop, our
cultural and social resources.”

A.M.
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• The horizontal and free assembly of individuals working towards
common physical, emotional, artistic and/or intellectual goal(s),
free from – and sometimes in direct response to – coercion and
violence.

▪ Social organization of ‘substantive economics’: reciprocity,
redistribution, householding, gifting, etc. (O’Hearn and Grubačić
2016)

▪ “It is to embrace the idea that we can cooperatively reason with
one another, and thereby instantiate our common inclination to
build a society that benefits all without instituting any sort of
hierarchy that functions to enforce such arrangements” (June and
Lance 2020: 365)

• Founded in an anarchist presupposition: humans thrive and
develop as a result of cooperation and sociability (see Kropotkin
1902; Reclus 1891; Metchnikoff 1886)
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▪ ‘Implicit anarchism’ (Williams 2018)

▪ Anarchical forms of praxis (Gibson 2013: 336)

▪ ‘Pre-revolutionary practices’ (Clark 2013: 67)
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“If it is true that organization creates leaders, if it is
true that anarchists are unable to come together
and arrive at an agreement without submitting
themselves to an authority, this means that they are
not yet very good anarchists, and before thinking of
establishing an anarchist society within the world they
must think of making themselves able to live
anarchistically. The remedy does not lie in the
abolition of organization but in the growing
consciousness of each individual member”

Errico Malatesta

Anarchism and Organization (1897)
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▪ A counter-narrative to the emboldening of state

▪ Respond to calls for the study of ‘exilic spaces’
(O’Hearn and Grubačić 2016)

▪ Strengthen empirical observations of:
▪ anarchist and anarchic ways-of-life
▪ place-based prefigurative politics as this relates

to performativity
▪ liberation from oppression and state violence

▪ For Geography, reinvigorate interest in anarchist
roots (Springer 2016)
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