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I. Summary 

 
Since the end of the Cold War, migration has increasingly become a contentious 
issue in the domains of both domestic and foreign policy. Why do some countries 
maintain a viewpoint that migration is a central component of development, while 
others do everything in their power to limit the entry of immigrants, often for the sake 
of national security? What is the difference between migrants and refugees, and 
what responsibilities do states have towards them? Are there factors that facilitate or 
hinder migrant integration in host countries? What is the role of state and citizen in 
the ‘age of migration’? In the wake of events of mass displacement, such as Syrians 
fleeing war in the Middle East, African economic migrants and refugees trying to 
reach the European Union, or the exodus of Venezuelans because of political and 
economic instability in their home country, these questions are taking on increasing 
importance, both domestically and internationally. 
 
This course is developed as an introduction to migration studies, seeking to make 
links between migration – forced and voluntary – and a variety of development 
topics. This course takes on an interdisciplinary approach that seeks to give students 
a broad yet focused sense of how migration and development intersect. Through the 
design and undertaking of a case study research project, students actively engage 
with the subject. 
 

II. Aims and objectives 
 
This course is designed to: 

● Introduce students to some of the main contemporary international and 
internal migration scenarios in comparative perspective; 

● Explore debates within the field of migration studies; 
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● Differentiate between the various categories, legal frameworks and 
perspectives involved in differentiating between forced and voluntary 
migration; 

● Explore key themes in migration and refugee studies from various disciplines 
in the social sciences, such as political science, cultural geography and 
sociology; 

● Initiate students to the links between development and internal and 
international migration; 

● Outline key case studies of migration and development 
● Foster critical thinking and academic research skills 

 
 

III. Competencies 
 
This course contributes to developing among our students a comprehensive and 
balanced view of migration: including the socio-economic benefits and challenges 
linked to migration, and the factors, which play a role in the development and impact 
of public perceptions towards migrants. They will also gain specific disciplinary 
competencies on the issue of international migration. For example, competencies 
gained within the field of political science will be those related to understanding the 
role of political discourse on migration policy, determinants of migration policies, 
rights awarded to migrants, and determinants of xenophobia. Competencies gained 
within the field of cultural geography will be those related to understanding 
globalization as a facilitator of migration, the role of culture in the migrant and 
refugee experience, and critically engaging with the spatiality of migration. More 
generally, the course will strengthen students’ critical thinking and academic 
research skills. 
 

IV. Learning outcomes 
 
At the end of this course, and having completed the essential readings and 
activities, each student you should be able to: 

● Explain patterns of and reasons for both voluntary and forced migration in 
different regional contexts, and be able to outline the factors that influence 
how such movements have been received by host countries; 

● Describe several ways that migration impacts on the social, economic, cultural 
and political development of migrant-receiving countries; 

● Critically evaluate the pros and cons of liberal and restrictive approaches 
towards migration, based on key debates present in a variety of geographic 
contexts; 

● Apply key theories and ideas from a variety of disciplines to selected 
international case study; 

● Outline the findings of a research project s/he will undertake with a student 
group, focusing on Venezuelan migrants in Peru.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
V. Assessment 

 
Students are expected to play an active role throughout the term by conducting 
different learning activities comprising: readings; essays based on theories and 
cases explored; an in-depth case study analysis; undertaking a research project; 
participation in class discussions. 

 

Method Task Assessment criteria Task weight 
(%) 

Overall weight 
(%) 

Mid-term: 
Research 
Proposal 

 
Due 19th 

May   

Research 
Proposal of a 
selected case 
study, 1500 words 

Use of concepts, intelligibility, 
creativity, analytical ability, 
relevance (linkage with course 
contents) 
 

 
 

20 

 
20 

Final: 
Research 

project 
 

Due 23rd 
May 

Research paper, 
3000-5000 words 

Use of concepts, choice of 
methods, analytical ability, use 
and proper management of 
sources 

 
30 

 
40 

Presentation Intelligibility, creativity 10 

Essays 
on 

theory* 

Mini-essay #1  
500-1000 words 

Clarity of concepts; 
argumentation; creativity 

 
10 

 
20 

Mini-essay #2 
500-1000 words 

Clarity of concepts; 
argumentation; creativity 

 
10 

In class 
checks 

Participation Evidence of reading; 
engagement in class discussions 
and activities 

 
20 

 
20 

If you miss more than 30% of classes, your participation grade drops to 0! 

 
*Students choose two mini-essay topics throughout the term. For each selected, it 
must be completed by the Sunday of that week. 
 
Key dates: 

• April 30th (Week 7): Research Interviews (individual or team) 

• May 19th (Week 9): Mid-Term Research Proposal 

• June 23rd (Week 14): Final Research Project 

• Week 15: Presentations 

• Sundays (depending on the two mini-essays selected) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI. Topics and schedule 
 
 

 
W 

 
Topic 

 
Work to be completed 

1 Migration trends, theories, and rights 
● What are different categories of migrants? 
● Which countries have the highest inflows and 

outflows of migrants? 
● What are the most influential theories of 

migration? 
● What rights and laws are designed to protect 

migrants? 
● Is there conflict between international, regional 

and domestic migration policies/laws? 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Piché, Victor. 2013. “Contemporary Migration Theories as 
Reflected in their Founding Texts.” Population 68 (1): 141-164. 
Thursday 
-Long, Katy. 2013. “When refugees stopped being migrants: 
Movement, labour and humanitarian protection.” Migration Studies 1 
(1): 4-26. 
 
Essay Question: Which migration theories do best take into account 
the vast number of reasons people migrate? Cite the essential 
readings and at least two additional academic sources 

2 Sociology of migration 
● What determines the success of migrant 

“integration” 
● What determines attitudes towards migrants and 

refugees? 
● Why is migration considered as a security threat? 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Cohen, Stanley. 2002. “Moral panics as cultural politics” (selected 
sections). In Folk Devils and Moral Panics, 3rd Edition (London: 
Routledge): xxii-xxxii. 
Thursday 
-Mertus, Julie. 1999. “The state and the post-Cold War refugee 
regime.” Michigan Journal of International Law 20 (1): 59-90. 
 
Essay Question: In how far does globalization intensify modern 
migration-centered moral panics? Cite the essential readings and at 
least two additional academic sources. 

3 Political science and migration 
● What are the determinants of migration policies? 
● Do migration policies affect migrant’s decision 

making? 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Freeman, Gary P. 1995. “Modes of immigration politics in liberal 
democratic states”. International Migration Review 29 (4). 
Thursday 
-Acosta, Diego and Freier, Luisa F. 2015. “Turning the immigration 
policy paradox upside down? Populist liberalism and discursive 
gaps in South America.”  International Migration Review 49 (3): 659-
696. 
 
Essay Question: Migration policies usually reflect political 
discourses on migration. Discuss, citing the essential readings and 
at least two additional academic sources. 

4 Mixed migration: 
Venezuelan migrants in Latin America 

● Why is mixed migration an increasingly relevant 
area of migration research? 

● What are the arguments categorizing 
Venezuelans are ‘economic migrants’, and those, 
which consider them ‘refugees’? 

● What has been the regional response to the 
Venezuelan exodus? 

 

**Tuesday session: 
Presentations and Q&A with Mirelis Morales (Venezuelan 
journalist) and Carlos Scull (Ambassador of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Peru, designated by 
Interim President Juan Guaidó) 

Readings:  
Tuesday 
-Freier, Luisa Feline and Parent, Nicolas. 2019. “The politics behind 
regional reactions to the Venezuelan Displacement Crisis”, Current 
History, 2019. 
Thursday 
-Linde, Thomas. 2011. “Mixed migration – A humanitarian 
counterpoint.” Refugee Survey Quarterly 30 (1): 89-99. 
 
Essay Question: The concept of mixed migration has the chance to 
both expand and undermine current categories of migrants. Discuss 
this statement, citing the essential readings and at least two 
additional academic sources. 

5 **Tuesday session: 
Presentation and Q&A with Nieves Fernández (MA 
Human Rights candidate, Universidad Carlos III de 
Madrid) 
 

No classes on Thursday 

Readings: 
- Zamora, Sylvia. 2017. “Mexican illegality, black citizenship, and 
white power: immigrant perceptions of the U.S. socioracial 
hierarchy.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44, no. 11: 1897-
1914. 
-Sulmont, David, and Callirgos, Juan Carlos. 2014. “¿El país de 
todas las sangres? Race and Ethnicity in Contemporary Peru.” In 
Pigmentocracies: Ethnicity, Race, and Color in Latin America, edited 



 by Edward Eric Telles, 126-171. 
juan carlos callirgos 
 
Essay Question: How could the processes of socio-racial 
sensemaking that Zamora (2017) describes for Mexicans in the US 
play out for Venezuelans in Peru? 

6 Economics and migration 
● What economic considerations lead people to 

migrate? 
What are the economic effects of migration? 
 

Labor migration: 
Mexican workers in the United States 

● What are the pull factors across time, that have 
attracted Mexicans to the United States? 

● How can statistics on employment and 
economics help us demystify American 
perceptions towards Mexican workers and 
remittances? 

● Why has labor migration become increasingly 
criminalized? 

Readings: 
One of the following 
-Clemens, Michael, A. 2011. "Economics and Emigration: Trillion-
Dollar Bills on the Sidewalk?" Journal of Economic Perspectives 25 
(3): 83-106. 
-Borjas, George J. 2003. “The Labor Demand Curve is Downward 
Sloping: Reexamining the Impact of Immigration on the Labor 
Market” 
The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118 (4): 1335–1374. 
 

AND 
 
One of the following 
-Chomsky, Aviva. 2018. “Immigrants and the economy” (myth 1: 
‘Immigrants take American jobs’ and myth 2: ‘Immigrants compete 
with low-skilled workers and drive down wages). In “They take our 
jobs!” and 20 other myths about immigration, 2nd Edition. Boston: 
Beacon Press: 3-29.  
-Vogel, Richard D. 2007. “Transient servitude: The U.S. guest 
worker program for exploiting Mexican and Central American 
workers.” Monthly Review 58 (8): 1-23. 
 
Essay Question: Migration is good for the economy. Discuss, citing 
the essential readings and at least two additional academic sources. 

OR 
Are immigrants ‘stealing’ jobs in the United States? Cite the 
essential readings and at least two additional academic sources. 

7 Research interviews 

• Pre-registration of interview spots 

• 20 minutes per person/team depending 
on the research type 

• Direct feedback 
Surprise session 

Readings: 
None 
 
Essay Question: None  

 
***Research Interviews (individual or team) 

 

8 MIDTERMS (NO CLASSES)  

9 Research methodologies in migration studies 
● How are experiences and perceptions studied? 
● How do we study migration policies, their origins, 

and their outcomes? 
How can I use these methods as part of my final group 
research project? 

  

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Bryman, Allan. 2012. Social Research Methods. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. Available online at: https://bit.ly/2tyT6rj. (Section: 
‘The Nature of Social Research’) 
Thursday 
-Clark-Kazak, Christina. 2017. “Ethical considerations: Research 
with people in situations of forced migration.” Refuge 33 (2): 11-17. 
 
Essay Question: In the study of migration, what are the advantages 
and disadvantages of both qualitative and quantitative research 
methods? Cite the essential readings and at least two additional 
academic sources. 
 

***Research Proposal due 

10 Ethical considerations and moral debates on 
migration 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Carens, Joseph. 2014. “An overview of the ethics of immigration.” 
Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy 17(5): 
538-559. 
Thursday 
-Meilaender, Peter. 1999. “Liberalism and Open Borders: The 
Argument of Joseph Caren.” The International Migration Review, 
Vol. 33, No. 4 (Winter, 1999), pp. 1062-1081 

11 Cultural geography and migration 
● Why are space, place and territory important 

concepts to explore cultural geographies of 
migration? 

● How does a sedentarist worldview influence 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Blunt, Alison. 2007. “Cultural geographies of migration: Mobility, 
transnationality and diaspora.” Progress in Human Geography 31 
(5): 684-694. across borders.” Area 48 (3): 278-284. 
Thursday 
-Parent, Nicolas. 2016. “Refugees as peons in foreign policy: 

https://bit.ly/2tyT6rj


perception and reception of migrants?  
Why does society consider migration as both a benefit 
and risk of globalization? 
Forced migration: Syrian refugees in Turkey 
and Europe 

● What are the issues arising from international 
refugee law being used to limit territorial access 
and determine migrant’ status? 

● Why does securitization lead to smuggling and 
the emergence of informal solidarity networks? 

● How have technological developments changed 
the way people migrate? 

Turkey, the EU and reflections of Lasker and Nimzowitsch.” 
In/Words Magazine and Press 15 (3): 99-104. 
 
Essay Question: What is more ethical, Europe’s political attempts at 
containing Syrian refugees in Turkey or the work of smugglers 
facilitating migration out of Turkey? Cite the essential readings and 
at least two additional academic sources. 

OR 
Why is migrant homemaking considered both a cultural and spatial 
practice? Cite the essential readings and at least two additional 
academic sources. 
 

12 Women, children and migration 
● Why are child migrants an important topic in 

migration studies? 
● How does womanhood place and define itself 

within the migrant journey? 
● What are factors of resilience and vulnerability 

for both women and child migrants? 
 

Rural-urban migration in Peru 
● Why does the metropolis attract migrants from 

rural areas? 
● Is urbanization the result of a development gap? 

How does rural-urban migration lead to centralization of 
capital and political prioritization? 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Carlson, Bonnie E., Cacciatore, Joanne and Klimek, Barbara. 2012. 
“A risk and resilience perspective on unaccompanied refugee 
minors.” Social Work 57 (3): 259-269. 
 (3): 273-297. 
Thursday 
-Chan, Laura. 2017. “Rapid rural-to-urban migration to Lima: A need 
for a sustainable housing reform.” Perspectives on Business and 
Economics 35 (1): 33-43. 
 
 
Essay Question: What risks are Venezuelan migrant women in Lima 
likely to face and what measures could be implemented to reduce 
risks and increase resilience among them? Cite the essential 
readings and at least two additional academic sources. 

OR 
For both rural and urban communities, what are the risks and 

opportunities of rural-urban migration in Peru? Cite the essential 
reading and at least two additional academic sources. 

13 Internal displacement in the DRC 
● Why do post-colonial countries face 

developmental disparities and high levels of 
internal displacement? 

● How do environmental factors contribute to 
conflict and displacement? 

Will ‘environmental migrants’ become the largest group of 
internally displaced persons? 
 

The migrant neighborhood 
● What drives the creation of ethnic enclaves? 
● How does state policy and migrant agency 

influence the outcome of migrant 
neighborhoods? 

● How do migrant neighborhoods serve an 
integration function? 

Do migrant neighborhoods have an influence on public 
perceptions about cultural diffusion? 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-Dun, Olivia and Gemenne, François. “Defining ‘environmental 
refugee’.” Forced Migration Review 31: 10-11. 
 
Thursday 
-Walks, Alan R. and Bourne, Larry. 2006. “Ghettos in Canada's 
cities? Racial segregation, ethnic enclaves and poverty 
concentration in Canadian urban areas.” Canadian Geographer 50 
(3): 273-297. 
 
Essay Question:  
 
On what grounds should Congolese forced migrants be considered 
or not considered ‘environmental migrants’? Cite the essential 
reading and at least two additional academic sources. 

OR 
Why is it problematic to romanticize the image of ethnic enclaves 
(e.g. Chinatown, Petit Maghreb, Little Italy)? Cite the essential 
readings and at least two additional academic sources. 
 

14 Migration-development nexus 
● How does migration relate to development? 
● In what ways is the migration-development nexus 

an object of debate? 
How does xenophobia relate to migration and 
development? 

Readings: 
Tuesday 
-de Haas, Hein. 2010. “Migration and development: A theoretical 
perspective.” The International Migration Review 44 (1): 227-264. 
Thursday 
-Crush, Jonathan, and Ramachandran, Sujata. 2010. “Xenophobia, 
international migration and development.” Journal of Human 
Development and Capabilities 11 (2): 209-228. 
 
Essay Question: With the use of an empirical example, explain how 
xenophobia challenges the ‘migration as development’ model? Cite 
the essential readings and at least two additional academic sources. 

***Final Research Project due 
15 Presentation of research projects  

 



VII. Other relevant works 
 
Preliminary reading 
 
The Economist. 2018. “Governments need better ways to manage migration.” The 
Economist, August 28. Available online at: 
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2018/08/25/governments-need-better-ways-to-
manage-migration.  
 
Khalid Koser: International Migration, a Very Short Introduction. 
 
Further reading 
 
-Betts, Alexander. 2010. “Survival migration: A new protection framework.” Global 
Governance 16 (3): 361-382. 
 
-Castillo, Carlos Maldonado. 2015. “The Cartagena process: 30 years of innovation 
and solidarity.” Forced Migration Review 49: 89-91. Available online at: 
https://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/climatechange-
disasters/maldonadocastillo.pdf.  
 
-International Organization for Migration. 2018. ‘Chapter 2: Migration and Migrants: A 
Global Overview’, World Migration Report 2018. Geneva: International Organization 
for Migration. Available online at: 
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_en_chapter2.pdf.  
 
-Mountz, Alison. 2011. “Where asylum-seekers wait: feminist counter-topographies 
of sites between states.” Gender, Place and Culture 18 (3): 381-399. 
 
-Torepey, John. 2009. The Invention of the Passport. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
-Ramadan, Adam. 2013. “Spatialising the refugee camp.” Transactions - Institute of 
British Geographers 38 (1): 65-77. 
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