
“Syrian Refugees” MAP – WEEK 1 REPORT 
5/10/2016 
[Student name removed] 

 

Geographical context 
 
This crisis is  mainly based in Syria, its neighbouring countries and Europe 
however there is some affect of it in other continents/ countries. In this map it 
mostly shows the reports from the places mentioned above albeit a report from 
Canada was added as many refugees are there just to briefly show that it is also 
an affected area. This crisis is mostly due to the dangers of crossing the 
Aegean/Mediterranean sea with a inflatable boat as these seas are windy and 
full of waves. These syrian refugees are escaping their homes as there, they are 
endangered by the ongoing war, religous conflicts and terrorist groups. 

Outline of Syrian Refugees 
Since the 1960s, Syria has been led by the al-Assad Family who have ruled as in 
a way dictators until  2011 when the Arab Spring occured. The Arab Spring 
toppled many authoritarian regimes but did not topple down the al-Assad 
family. Instead, this caused a civil war between the government and its people. 
This situation, was seen as a perfect oppurtunity for terrorist groups to rebel and 
try to take over the country and make it what they wanted it to be (an extremist 
view). This led to Syrian civilians being in big danger and fleeing to 
neighbouring countries and Europe to seek asylum.  

Stakeholders and informational needs 
 

Stakeholder Informational needs 
UNHCR • Where Syrians flee from. 

• Place where they arrive. 
• Help that’s been given. 

Migrant Help • Location of refugee camps 
• Area of arrival 

Refugee Action  • Location of refugee camps 
Red Cross • Where Syrians flee from. 



• Place where they arrive. 
• Help that’s been given. 

Data collection methods 
I collected data for my map with two methods. The first one was by asking 
people that I knew had communications with Syrian Refugees and asking for 
information from them and also by asking friends and family if they had heard 
any information. The second method I used was by simply searching on Google 
News “Syrian Refugee”, looking at different articles, seeing which ones related 
more to my map and then I checked the information. I checked it by searching 
the name of the refugee camp on Twitter or Google and seeing if there were 
similar stories. This method also consisted of me scrolling through Twitter’s 
hashtag  Syria and Syrian Refugees to find any relative information. 

Findings 
 

When doing this crisis map, i found more news about refugee camps and people 
in them than actual news about refugees arriving in Europe or Syria’s 
neighbouring countries. This, in my point of view, is a good thing as a Syrian 
refugee can easily search up the nearest refugee camp and go there for warmth 
and shelter. Also, I found way more  reported migrant deaths than expected, a 
total of five reports in one week!  

 

 



Limitations 
 
I did not go through many limitations during the making of this crisis map as 
there is quite a lot of information on the subject of Syrian refugees albeit there 
were still a few obstacles to overcome. One of them was that  there was little to 
none information on the area the refugees came from; news reports just said 
“Syrian Refugee” or “Refugee”. However, this limitation was quickly overtaken 
when I got help by a Praxis volunteer that told me where the refugees he works 
with come from. Another limitation was that the amount of news about aid 
being given to a refugee camp or refugees is very restricted. This was slightly 
frustrating knowing how much work and effort some organisations put into 
helping these refugees but some articles were found nonetheless. Otherwise, the 
research for this map went rather smoothly and without complications(except 
slow Turkish internet!).  

 

 


